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1) The extent to which farm animals suffer on the farm, during transport, and at slaughter varies 
across the member states of the EU as some countries are more successful than others in 
implementing EU farm animal welfare policy. 
 
2) Despite having the advantage of additional time, old member states were no more likely than 
new member states to successfully implement EU animal welfare policy, with the latter more 
able to achieve successful implementation on average than the former. 
 
3) The division of the authority to transpose EU animal welfare requirements across multiple 
regional authorities in countries like Spain and (initially) Austria makes successful post-
transposition application difficult. 
 
4) Capacity and administrative/political will play a role in determining the success of implementing 
EU animal welfare policy. 
 
5) Transposition delay is not an early indication that post-transposition application will be 
problematic. 
 
6) Adaptation pressure should be thought of as a dynamic concept that changes as policy 
requirements evolve with amendments, specification and phasing-in, in contrast to the typical 
conceptualization of it as the static difference between existing policies in the member states 
and the EU policy to be implemented. 
 
7) The presence and severity of adaptation pressure in a particular policy issue, as measured by the 
number of norm states (where a ‘norm state’ is the set of requirements in place at a particular 
moment in time) that the issue passes through increases the likelihood that the issue is 
implemented with difficulty by the member states. 
 
8) In the presence of severe adaptation pressure, discretion granted to the member states with 
respect to how an issue is to be implemented can have a mitigating role and thereby decreases 
the likelihood that the issue is implemented with difficulty by the member states. 
 
9) The effect of administrative institutional arrangements on successful implementation of EU 
policy is more complex than the direct relationship between the number of actors responsible 
for implementation and the difficulty of implementing EU requirements that is posited by some 
in theoretical and empirical applications. 
 
10) The plausibility of abstract hypotheses, in which the chain from cause to effect is potentially 
long and involves many individuals, is difficult to establish in qualitative case studies even if 
quantitative analysis provides significant support. 
 
11) Qualitative case studies help to uncover a variety of factors that influence post-transposition 
implementation, many of which cannot easily be tested in a large number of cases through 
quantitative analysis because they are not expressed easily through single indicators or cannot 
be measured without in-depth qualitative investigation. 
 
12) The severity of adaptation pressure felt by non-Europeans living in Europe, measured by time 
spent on hold with customer service or at immigration offices, increases with the number of 
European countries lived and worked in and family size. 
 
13) In the presence of severe adaptation pressure, access to Belgian beer and Dutch baked goods 
increase overall satisfaction with life in general. 
